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“Let this be a warning to anyone 
thinking of learning to make jewellery: it is 
very, very, very addictive! i’ve been beading 
every day now for 22 years and i’m about 
as obsessed as it gets. i even dream about 
beads!” she laughs. “i bead at all hours and 
start as soon as the kids are off to school. 
That is when i clear my head of all the design 
ideas i had bouncing around during the night 
and bead for an hour or so before opening 
the shop.”

Sharon was first introduced to the world of 
beading by her mother – it was the beginning 
of a long lasting journey.

“My family emigrated from the UK when 
i was a 14 and one of my first Christmas 
presents in Australia was an American 
beading loom which mum had ordered from 
television. We then discovered The Bead 
Bar in the city. Back then they offered these 
giant bags of assorted beads which i bought 
to experiment with. it was a great way to 

Profile

Creative Beading  75

hone my skills. from that point on, i always 
beaded.” 

over the years, along with satisfying her 
creative hunger, beading has offered Sharon 
a means to take her mind off things and that 
is something that she is now passionate to 
share.

“Beading became especially handy when 
i was pregnant with my twins and ordered 
to have complete bed rest. i think it actually 
saved my sanity, because after the twins were 
born, i had three children under two!” 

“As many of my customers know, one of my 
children has special needs. She was born with 
Cerebral Palsy, epilepsy and developmental 
delay which has required frequent trips to the 
hospital over the years. i’ve spent many hours 
beading on trains to and from hospital. on 
one recent trip we ended up spending the day 
in the Starlight room at Westmead Children’s 
Hospital. i took a bunch of beads with us and 
beaded with the other patients. it was a lot of 
fun and i learnt so much.” 

“While we were there, a mother asked if she 
could take some beads up to her daughter 
on one of the wards. She invited me up. i 
entered a room full of teenagers having blood 
transfusions. it was then explained to me 
that this was a procedure these kids had to 
do twice a month for an eight hour period. 

Since that day i have been collecting beads 
and making up kits for the children at the 
hospital.” 

This isn’t the first time Sharon has used 
beading to make a difference for others. 
Along with teaching most days at her shop, 
she volunteers her Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings to teach at two local church craft 
groups. interestingly, it was the result of 
attending one of these very groups that 
Sharon’s hobby turned into a profession.

“About six years ago, i decided to check 
out a local craft group which offered a 
beading class. i soon realised i already had a 
considerable amount of beading knowledge 
and before long i was teaching the class!”  

Sourcing and selling beading supplies was 
a natural progression from teaching, but as a 
single mum with three children Sharon didn’t 
have a lot of expendable income. So her 
business began with $100 worth of beads. 
This soon grew to selling jewellery at parties; 
teaching; and now running a commercial 
shop. 

Sharon’s store Goddess Beading Supplies 
stocks a comprehensive range of beads, 
findings, chain and specialty jump rings. 
She also stocks stringing mediums, leather, 
beading tools and publications. But despite 
this array of materials, she insists her store 
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class can take home a ‘class in a packet’ 
and end up with a beautiful piece of 
handmade jewellery”.

Most times Sharon finds her inspiration 
from individual beads through their colour 
and composition but she says she is also 
lucky to have a valued staff member and 
some very good beading buddies to bounce 
ideas off.

“My senior staff member jodi is an essential 
part of my business. She is a great sounding 
board for many of my ideas. She provides 
a creative, yet very rational opinion on 
everything to do with the shop – from new 
stock to shop layout.”

“i also have a regular ‘come-rain-hail-or-
shine’ group of friends who meet each friday 
night at my place and bead until the early 
hours of the morning. We’re all different, have 
different specialities, and inspire each other in 
different ways.

The other important person in my life is 
my mum who has always supported me in 
whatever i attempt. She also provides much-
needed babysitting which i am eternally 
grateful for.”

So what else is there for Sharon in 2009?
“Well, one of my goals for this year is to 

find time to experiment and learn more about 
polymer clay, as like most people, i have all 
the equipment, but haven’t got around to 
actually doing it yet.” 

Profile

“Because beading is now my business, 
lampworking is now my hobby – so 
i’ve devoted some time to learning new 
techniques in this field. i think if you stop 
learning, you die creatively, so i’m constantly 
and purposefully learning to ensure i 
update my skills and expose myself to new 
techniques and new thinking.”

Sharon Hutton
Goddess Beading Supplies
16 Tooronga Terrace, Beverly Hills NSW 
2209
Ph: 02 9150 9931
Email: goddessbeads@optusnet.com.au 

Goddess Beading Supplies is asking anyone 
who has spare plastic beads or acrylic beads 
(those beads you’ve bought and don’t really 
know what to do with) who wish to donate to 
a good cause, to pop them in the post to the 
shop and they’ll be packaged up into beading 
kits and donated to various children’s charities 
including Westmead Children’s Hospital’s 
Starlight Room. 
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is foremost a place for people to come and 
learn.

“My primary goal is to share knowledge and 
techniques with my customers. Sure, we stock 
everything you’ll need to make most beading 
projects, but we feel it’s important to offer the 
knowledge as well.” 

Sharon teaches a variety of styles and 
techniques including wire wrapping, stringing, 
knotting, seed beading, chain maille and 
PMC. She is available most days each week to 
run classes. 

And when Sharon is not teaching, she is 
busy creating. “A lot of the jewellery i design 
is for my students to learn from. However 
last year during my certification to become 
a level 2 PMC Artisan, i created a large 
bisque-based, silver-covered flat and round 
bead. it featured hand-sculpted leaves and 
a carved tree, which, when painted, turned 
into the most amazing hue of greens, purples, 
blues and bronzes. it’s so distinctive and has 
become my favourite piece as it reminds me 
of my village in england. of course, i always 
have several shop favourites because i design 
so much and my displays are always changing 
each week.”

“i also love our beaded jewellery kits. 
They are very popular and range in both 
price and skill levels. We’ve got one for 
everyone. it means that busy people who 
don’t have time during the day to attend a 
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